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NEW IN TOWN

real estate

Back to
the Future

Thanks to an increasing
number of bold developers
and industryites, Palm Springs
Modernism is no longer
a thing of the past
By Laura Meyers

hey have the hallmarks of mibd-centun

desert homes: butterfly
slung pavilions, epen-plin post-and-beam

rooflines on low-

construction, expansive gliss windows 1o
capture mountain views and, of course, the all-impaor
tant pool, One enclves homes bear the names

Brandy Alexander” and “Cosmopelitan.” In another,
street pames pay homage to Palin Springs’ Alemic Age
architectural masters: MNeatra Srect,
Wiexler Way
Court. These are nol classic homes erected cinen 1950,
however, but brand-new abodes constriucted this
Vear

Call it “Palm Springs neo-Modernism™ or “post
anid-beam redox.” Or call it the honest architeciure
wrendd o hin the modermist-centric Palm Springs in
vears, Imdeed, dozens of developers and architecis are
churning ow individ-
wal custom homes amd
entire housing iracts in

Laniner Lane Canly

nicarly '|1|'r||'| b re-cre-
athons of 1950s sivle
Lt mpent Jim Lenny
ol Jack Lenny Associ-
ates, one of the lirs
showhizzers o take
advanmage of the vrend
s curmremely building a

modernist  steel-and.

glass villn  designed
with the help o
Modernist Maodular

Homes, u  company
thin derives s signa-
e siyle from vintige
Pierre Koenig  Case
Sty Houses. “So many people wint the modermist
look,” says Pairick Seabol of Modemnist Modular
Homes, "They want a wide-open plan and walls o
glass s very elegany.”

Meanwhile, developers of the new gated communi-
1 Al will sown olfer &7 semi-custom modermis lux

INTERPRETATION

a winning design

by Marendra Patel
for the new 30-acre,
gated enclave Alta
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MODEL HOME Developers are borrowing designs from
mod classics, including Neutra's Kaufmann house, above.

RETRO CHIC Built by Modernist Modular Homes,
agent Jim Lenny's custormn home, above and right,
in Palm Springs, fuses Case Study floor plans with
Albert Frey's penchant for metal and glass,

ury homes, designed by awand-winning anchitecy
Marendra Patel. in the 51 F-million 1@ 52 %million
range. Patel, who cut his reeth working with emblem-
atic modern architects Richard Newtra, William |
Costly and Donald Wexler, s known for designing
modernisl manses for chients hke Goldie Haswn, “Wee
are trying w capaure that retro llestvle,” he suys "1
don't believe thar copying what was done 50 vears ago
Is the right thing 1o do. However, this is a continoa-
ton and evalution ol the same trend, 1 eall i ‘desert

i III'||:l.'II1|\|'|r.IT'|'.

“§ liberal in its anempis
to re-creiate develop-
mieris in the manner of
Rurher

Modern
Spaces, on the other
hamd, has been more

Livimg

George  andl
Aexander, the lnmous
[ther-son  dui
helped initiane Palm
Springs

whi

muosidermise
revalution  in the
19505 and Their
lesimes, which s1art as
low as S369 000, in-
clude

ks

imteriors with
LLH J b
Nosoring, George Nel-
som light lixtures and
hiomic Age exterior designs, And Con
tempo Homes
i the works, including the Roval Desent Palms
Court, are wsing actval measurements ol Willinm
Krisel-designed Alexanders. (Prices range from
650,000 10 5 1.5 million, depending on location. )

1, vork or shag

anthentic

a company with lour developments

Mot surprisingly, the vrend dossn't sit well with lo-
cals, who groan abouw the dramatle rise in prices
Alter all, the cost for authentic mid-century homes in
1900 s it S 130000 unrestored and 52500000 10
S 350,000 fixed wp. Realter Punl Kaplan, whe special-
izes in mid-cenmery Palm Springs homes and counts
The week-
end getaway that cost S150,000 live vears ago could
casily cost $7 50,000 today.” And Torge about spend-
ing less thor o million in Visias Las Palmas (adsere, by
comparison, Carl Wilson ol Beach Boys Bime paid
5200000 fow his Alexander in the late 19805, and his
som, LA, mealtor Jomah Wilson of Sotheby's, mecalls
“rovy anunt paakd % 176,008 for hers in 144257)

Honmwowners can thank industryites, in part, lor

actor Ancy Dick among his clienis, savs

that inllation. While Palm Springs was the original
baclkyard playground for the rich and Tmows during
the studio svstem’s Golden Fra, the numbser of indus-
trybtes buying fiestand second bomes in the area sky-
rocketed inthe 1990 and 2000%, For instance, "Un-
zipped” director Doug Keeve, whose latest ilim

“Seamless,” pecently showed st Tribeca, purchased
and restored one of Weslers iconic steel-and-glass
demonstration howses in 1998 Music videofoom-
mercials producer Jeffrey Adkins was another early
Fab Fifties renovator; more recently Bob Merlis, for-
miet president of Warmer Records, and his panmner,
LA com CEQ Lynda Keeler, purchased an Albent
Frev-designed tract home

Similurly, Maria Grasso, a development VP at the
WE network, purchased and renovated a lae- 19505
Alexander tract home designed by Krisel, as have
sereenwriter Mancel Sarmicnio and Andy Dick

50 s no wonder that the pewest thing under the
desert sun is new construction of the same ol thing
Adver all, say neo-mods, why buy something old when
voul can have something new — for less?



